PGIs for Literacy

2021 Annual Report

Message from the
Peter Gzowski Foundation for Literacy
The Peter Gzowski Foundation for Literacy (PGFL) is pleased to present this annual report
outlining the 2021 PGI activities across the country.
The PGFL was established following the death of Peter Gzowski in 2002 to “support the national
co-ordination activities of the PGI Golf Tournaments for Literacy, founded by Peter Gzowski,
that promote literacy, raise funds and increase public awareness for literacy at the local level,
including bringing together local literacy volunteers from across Canada to share best practises,
expertise and advice at an annual training forum.”
After canceling the 2020 PGI due to the Covid-19 pandemic, we were excited for 2021. As the
situation was still fluid, the PGFL created a National Online Event offered to each PGI in order
to avoid in-person events. Six PGIs signed on to host the National Online Event which featured
Rick Mercer, Louise Penny, Twin Flames, Stephen Fearing, and Matt Galloway. Our thanks to
Joe Media and Tomali Pictures for putting together this exciting event.
Two PGIs hosted their own online events while three others were able to mount in-person events.
The PGFL also assisted with providing subscriptions to CrowdChange, an online fundraising
platform for donations and ticketing. While we were not able to hold an in-person forum, all the
PGI Partners met in November via Zoom to share the outcomes of their events in the annual
round table.
The PGFL Board of Directors met six times over the course of the year, meeting once in person
in a strategic planning session. We took the opportunity to update board policies and the PGI
Operating Manual. We joined the 50/30 challenge, initiated by the federal government, to aspire
to gender parity – 50% – and significant representation of equity deserving groups – 30% – on
our Board of Directors. We honored John Daniel O’Leary, former President and CEO of Frontier
College, by making a donation in his memory to the Anishnawbe Health Foundation building
campaign, the charity close to John’s heart. We said thank you and goodbye this year to Margot
Howard, the PGFL’s long time treasurer.
My thanks to all the members of the PGFL Board of Directors for their hard work, engagement
and dedication. In particular, I’d like to acknowledge the work of Maureen Cavan, Alison
Gzowski, and Alana Sprague in the production of the National Online Event. My thanks to every
PGI Partner who pulled through difficult times to ensure a successful 2021 season.
Brigid Hayes
Chair, Peter Gzowski Foundation for Literacy
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Peter Gzowski Foundation for Literacy
Board of Directors
Brigid Hayes – Chair
Ottawa, ON – Consultant, strategic planning and policy development adult literacy and skills.
Formerly, Canadian Labour and Business Centre and the National Literacy Secretariat, HRSDC.

Fiona Bramble – Director
Victoria, BC – Founder-CEO, Here In Canada and managing editor of Here Magazine. Member
of Creative BC Magazine Advisory Committee and the Greater Victoria Alliance for Literacy.
Former ELL educator.

Maureen Cavan – Director
Cobourg, ON – Retired. Former national magazine publishing executive and Executive Director
NFP sector. ABC Canada Literacy Foundation Board of Directors 1990-2006 (Chair – 5 years).

Meghan Dillon – Secretary
Toronto, ON – Intellectual property lawyer, specializing in trademarks, and member of the
Trademark Agent Examination Board. Formerly worked in book publishing, negotiating author
contracts.

Alison Gzowski – Director
Toronto, ON – Gzowski Family representative on the board, writer, editor, producer, and event
organizer for non-profits.

Joanne Linzey – Director
Canning, NS – Retired. Worked in the not-for-profit community development field in Canada,
US, and Brazil. Held several executive positions. Co-founded ABC Canada. Long involvement
on the board of PGFL.

Deb McInnis – Director
Moncton, NB – Executive Director of the United Way of Greater Moncton and Southeastern NB
Region. Formerly Executive Director for Laubach Literacy New Brunswick. Member, Greater
Moncton Literacy Advisory Board, and a volunteer for the Children’s Wish Foundation for over
25 years.

Leah Patry – Treasurer
Toronto, ON – over 25 years of experience in the financial field. Currently providing financial
expertise to institutional clients within the global asset management division of one of the
country’s chartered banks. Prior to this was a Global Equity Portfolio Manager at one of
Canada’s largest pension funds.

Alana Sprague – National Events Manager
Charlottetown, PE – Nine years of experience with various not for profit organizations,
specializing in revenue development. Nature and landscape photographer.
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Remembering Peter Gzowski
Founder of the Peter Gzowski Invitational (PGI)
For three hours a day, five days a week, for 15 years, millions tuned in to CBC
Radio’s Morningside to listen to Peter Gzowski talk with Canada from coast to
coast to coast. His insightful yet informal interviews with everyone from the Prime
Minister to a chili sauce expert was one reason the award-winning broadcaster,
author and journalist was often referred to as Mr. Canada. What many might not
know is the legacy he left outside of his broadcasting life.
In 1985, while playing on what had been his grandfather’s favourite golf course,
Peter Gzowski had an idea…why couldn’t he bring together some friends for a
fun-filled golf tournament and perhaps raise a dollar or two for adult literacy at the
same time? A year later, his ‘little fundraising tournament’ evolved into the Peter
Gzowski Invitational (PGI), a national series of locally produced golf tournaments
featuring well-known Canadian musicians, writers, performers and, of course, a
learner to talk about their literacy experience.
These events have evolved beyond just golf tournaments and now include gala
dinners, wine tastings, a lob ball tournament, and a bowl-a-thon. PGIs are held
annually in every province and territory, except Nunavut. Over the years more than
40,000 people have taken part in PGIs across the country. In the process, over $15
million has been raised for volunteer-based literacy programs. All funds raised
directly support literacy initiatives in the provinces and territories where the PGIs
are held.
The Peter Gzowski Foundation for Literacy continues to support Peter’s legacy and
his passion for, as he once put it, “playing for a better world.”
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2021 Highlights
During 2021, events were hosted in 10 provinces and 2 territories. Six partners
(BC, AB, MB, QC, NS, NB) worked with PGFL to host a National Online Event
and 6 hosted their own PGI event.
Annually, the PGFL disburses funds earned from its endowment to each of the PGI
partners to assist in offsetting the costs of raising funds. This helps ensure the
funds raised stay in the community. In 2021, the PGFL funded the National Online
Event and provided $24,000 to the six PGIs who did not participate in the National
Online Event.

Total # of 2021 Event Participants

1,264

(including volunteers)

2021 Total Gross Revenue

$335,229

2021 Total Net Revenue

$272,469

(excluding PGFL distribution of $24,000 and the cost of the National Online
Event)
(all net funds raised stayed in the local communities)

Total Net Revenue since inception (1986)

$15,440,069
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PGI 2021 Events

Location

PGI Partner

2021 PGI
Dates

Event Description

BC

Literacy Haida
Gwaii

26/06/2021

National Online
Event

$27,570

108

AB

CanLearn Society

8/09/2021

Blended live event &
National Online
Event

$21,144

101

SK

READ Saskatoon

30/08/2021

Golf Tournament

$45,798

160

John Howard
21/10/2021
Society of Manitoba

National Online
Event

$4,169

29

MB

Funds
# of
Raised (net) Attendees

ON

Frontier College

18/03/2021

Virtual Scrabble
Tournament

$63,008

112

QC

Yamaska Literacy
Council

9/09/2021

National Online
Event

$12,576

61

NB

Literacy Coalition
30/11/2021
of New Brunswick

National Online
Event

$5,229

43

NS

Literacy Nova
Scotia

3/11/2021

National Online
Event

$10,552

35

PE

PEI Literacy
Alliance

27/30/2021

Celebration of
Literacy

$17,365

63

Alliance

Various
dates

Run, Walk, Wheel

$27,073

400

YT

Yukon Learn

5/06/2021

Golf Tournament

$32,326

116

NT

NWT Literacy
Council

3/12/2011

Virtual Trivia Night

5,660

36

NL

Community Centre
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Use of Funds Raised by PGIs – 2021
PGI Partner

Type of Literacy Activities Supported by PGI Funds

Literacy Haida
Gwaii (BC)

Free group and 1-to-1 tutoring programs in basic computer skills
classes for adults and seniors, Math, workplace skills and ESL. Free
youth mental wellness mentorship and literacy support program for
high-risk youth. Various literacy workshops and our monthly free
book program for children under 5.

CanLearn Society
(AB)

To support CanLearn literacy programs

READ Saskatoon
(SK)

Supports READ Saskatoon free confidential one-to-one adult literacy
program

John Howard
Society of
Manitoba (MB)

Ongoing operations of the JHSM literacy department. In particular,
to hire staff to revise a number of workbooks and to create new ones.

Frontier College
(ON)

All proceeds will support adult literacy and basic skill programs in
high-need communities in Ontario.

Yamaska Literacy
Council (QC)

Materials for “EACH one Teach one” Adult Tutoring & Family
Literacy Programing

Literacy Nova
Scotia (NS)

Scholarship and Bursaries-https://www.literacyns.ca/schol_burs.htm
($4500), Literacy Nova Scotia Grants (only if budget allows),
Summer students ($1212) to supplement Federal grant. Students
assisted in setting up CrowdChange platform and event promotions.
Donor engagement and appreciation. Learning Beacon issue 18
(partial salary support)

Literacy Coalition
of New Brunswick
(NB)

Adult literacy (literacy awards, adult learner awards), family literacy
(Family Literacy Day events) & general literacy activities (Literacy
Endowment Fund)

PEI Literacy
Alliance (PE)

Adult Learner Bursaries and Scholarships. At the PGI event, eight
bursaries were awarded at $750 each, one scholarship at $1500 and
two more will be awarded in the Spring of 2022 at $1500.
Remaining funds will be used to support the organization’s free
literacy and essential skills programs and services on Prince Edward
Island.
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PGI Partner

Community
Centre Alliance
(NL)

Type of Literacy Activities Supported by PGI Funds
The funds will be used to delivery literacy program among the five
community agencies which offer literacy programs in the St. John’s
area. These include adult literacy initiatives as well as one on one
tutoring for those in the programs. The funding will also help after
school homework programs.
PGI event Raffle helped to purchase a MacBook Air.

Yukon Learn (YK)

NWT Literacy
Council (NT)

Balance of funds directed toward contingency for Senior Outreach
and Tutoring programs.
Help to support the operating costs of the Bison Bus Mobile Family
Literacy Centre. The bus travels to NWT communities with road
access during the spring and summer to participate in community
events. Through the Bison Bus, they share Family Literacy
resources, books for all ages and host activities, crafts, and games.
The funds raised will support the ongoing maintenance, insurance,
storage and purchasing of supplies.
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2021 PGI Awards Winners
The Learner Award was established in 1992 to “reward and encourage
individuals who distinguish themselves while engaged in literacy programs
throughout Canada.” This presentation is a reminder to all participants that they are
at the event to celebrate literacy and to encourage and support learners all over the
country.
The Poet Laureate is someone present at each PGI event who creates a poem
about the PGI event and/or literacy as a whole. It is read by the poet during the
event.
The Gzowski Award is named after Peter Gzowski, in recognition of all that Peter
did for literacy. This award is given to someone who exemplifies a passion for
literacy be it a participant at a PGI event, a PGI sponsor, a volunteer or anyone
who the PGI Partner feels fits the criteria.
PGI Partner

Poet Laureate

Learner Award

The Gzowski Award

Denise Pages
Literacy Haida
Gwaii (BC)

Jenny Nelson

Liam Romas

CanLearn
Society (AB)

The Magnificent
Wakefield Brewster

Saduf Saeed

Calgary Learns, Nancy
Purdy, ED

READ
Saskatoon (SK)

Erin Berger

Xiaoyan Jin

Glen Gunther

John Howard
Society of
Manitoba (MB)

Katherana Vermette

Tyler Woodhouse

Marcel Laurendeauu

Laadaa (Colin)
Richardson

Moustafa Ali

Mitch Ryan

Frontier
College (ON)

George Elliott Clarke

Meryem Ibrahim

John Chew

Yamaska
Literacy
Council (QC)

Meghan Redmile

Diane McKellar

Kathy LePoer
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PGI Partner

Poet Laureate

Literacy Nova
Scotia (NS)

Jenny Blackmore

Literacy
Coalition of
New Brunswick
(NB)

Jordan Trethewey

PEI Literacy
Alliance (PE)
Community
Centre Alliance
(NL)

Learner Award
Jordan Ogden
Christina DiVittorio
Jessica Baillie
Martin Comeau

Julie Pellissier-Lush

Patrick Curtis

The Gzowski Award
Mayor Mike Savage

Ashely Counsell

Barbara Macnutt

Rita Connors
Margie Howell

Richard Bishop

Fry Family Foundation

Youmna Niganed
Jim Newnham
(Learner of the Year)

Yukon Learn
(YT)

Marlene Hyssop

Amélie Druillet

(Lifelong Learner)
NWT Literacy
Council (NT)

Tanya Roach

Will be awarded at the
Ministerial Literacy
Awards ceremony
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Mary Ann Vital

Financial Results – 2021
Sponsors
&
Donations

PGI
Event
Revenue

PGI
Gross
Revenue

PGI
Expenses

Total
Net
Revenue

Literacy Haida Gwaii
(BC)

$26,550

$3,185

$29,735

$2,165

$27,570

CanLearn Society (AB)

$7,545

$21,651

$29,196

$8,052

$21,144

READ Saskatoon (SK)

$52,885

$12,600

$65,485

$19,687

$45,798

John Howard Society of
Manitoba (MB)

$4,834

$2,195

$7,029

$2,860

$4,169

Frontier College (ON)

$75,907

0

$75,907

$12,899

$63,008

Yamaska Literacy
Council (QC)

$11,900

$1,220

$13,120

$544

$12,576

Literacy Coalition of New
Brunswick (NB)

$5,375

0

$5,375

$146

$5,229

Literacy Nova Scotia (NS)

$13,120

$403

$13,523

$2,971

$10,552

PEI Literacy Alliance
(PE)

$18,495

0

$18,495

$1,130

$17,365

Community Centre
Alliance (NL)

$30,000

0

$30,000

$2,927

$27,073

Yukon Learn (YT)

$41,104

0

$41,104

$8,779

$32,325

NWT Literacy Council
(NT)

$5,620

$640

$6,260

$600

$5,660

$293,335

$41,894

$335,229

$62,760

$272,469

PGI Partner

TOTALS

Note: The above chart does not include the $24,000 distributed among 6 PGIs by the PGFL and the cost
of the National Online Event covered by the PGFL.
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