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Message from the  
Peter Gzowski Foundation for Literacy 

The Peter Gzowski Foundation for Literacy (PGFL) is pleased to present this 
annual report outlining the 2019 PGI activities across the country. 

The PGFL was established following the death of Peter Gzowski in 2002 to 
“support the national co-ordination activities of the PGI Golf Tournaments for 
Literacy, founded by Peter Gzowski, that promote literacy, raise funds and increase 
public awareness for literacy at the local level, including bringing together local 
literacy volunteers from across Canada to share best practises, expertise and advice 
at an annual training forum.” 

Since 2002, the PGIs have evolved. While several still host golf tournaments, 
others have branched out with other fundraising efforts. 2019 saw a wine tasting, 
gala dinners, a bowl-a-thon, a lob ball tournament, and a dance. But all were linked 
together by what we call their “PGIness” – music, poems, awards and recognition 
and a love of reading.  

2019 marked the first full year that the PGFL was able to support the PGIs through 
our national events manager Alana Sprague. And it marked the first time that the 
annual PGI Partners Forum was held outside Toronto – a big thank you to 
CanLearn for hosting us in Calgary. All the PGI events were able to use the new 
PGI logo, the first element of our updated branding and marketing plan.  

This past year also saw two long time members leave the Board of Directors. A big 
thank you to Joyce McGuiney and Alison Jackson for everything you have done to 
make the PGFL and the PGIs a success. And welcome to new board members Leah 
Patry and Debbie McInnis. I would also like to acknowledge and thank Joanne 
Linzey who chaired the Board of Directors over the past three years. 

We’re looking forward to a great 2020 with a full roster of PGIs taking place 
across the country. 

Brigid Hayes 
Chair, Peter Gzowski Foundation for Literacy  
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Peter Gzowski Foundation for Literacy 
Board of Directors 

Brigid Hayes – Chair 
Ottawa, ON – Consultant, strategic planning and policy development adult literacy and skills. 
Formerly, Canadian Labour and Business Centre and the National Literacy Secretariat, HRSDC. 

Maureen Cavan – Director 
Cobourg, ON – Retired. Former national magazine publishing executive and Executive Director 
NFP sector. ABC Canada Literacy Foundation Board of Directors 1990-2006 (Chair – 5 years). 

Alison Gzowski – Director 
Toronto, ON – Gzowski Family representative for board, writer, editor, producer and event 
organizer for non-profits. 

Margot Howard – Director 
Toronto, ON – Retired. Former portfolio manager and investment banker. Former Director and 
Commissioner of a provincial securities commission.  

Joanne Linzey – Director 
Canning, NS – Retired. Worked in the not for profit community development field in Canada, 
US, and Brazil. Held several executive positions. Co-founded ABC Canada. Long involvement 
on the board of PGLF. 

Deb McInnis – Director 
Moncton, NB – Executive Director of the United Way of Greater Moncton and Southeastern NB 
Region. Formerly Executive Director for Laubach Literacy New Brunswick. Member, Greater 
Moncton Literacy Advisory Board and a volunteer for the Children’s Wish Foundation for over 
25 years. 

Leah Patry – Treasurer 
Toronto, ON – Over 25 years financial market experience. Former Portfolio Manager at one of 
the nation’s largest pension funds. 

Joyce McGuiney (term ended in 2019) 
Meaford, ON – Recently retired Law Clerk, Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP (Toronto), with 
extensive experience in the area of NFP and Charities Law. 

Alison Jackson (term ended in 2019) 
Calgary, AB – Event Manager, Project Manager (The Huron Carole), Broadcast Producer 
specializing in fundraising/disaster relief for non-profits. 

Alana Sprague – National Events Manager 
Charlottetown, PE – Nine years of experience with various not for profit organizations, 
specializing in revenue development. Nature and landscape photographer.  



 

4 

Remembering Peter Gzowski 
Founder of the Peter Gzowski Invitational (PGI) 

For three hours a day, five days a week, for 15 years, millions tuned in to CBC 
Radio’s Morningside to listen to Peter Gzowski talk with Canada from coast to 
coast to coast. His insightful yet informal interviews with everyone from the Prime 
Minister to a chili sauce expert was one reason the award-winning broadcaster, 
author and journalist was often referred to as Mr. Canada. What many might not 
know is the legacy he left outside of his broadcasting life. 

In 1985, while playing on what had been his grandfather’s favourite golf course, 
Peter Gzowski had an idea…why couldn’t he bring together some friends for a 
fun-filled golf tournament and perhaps raise a dollar or two for adult literacy at the 
same time? A year later, his ‘little fundraising tournament’ evolved into the Peter 
Gzowski Invitational (PGI), a national series of locally produced golf tournaments 
featuring well-known Canadian musicians, writers, performers and, of course, a 
learner to talk about their literacy experience. 

These events have evolved beyond just golf tournaments and now include gala 
dinners, wine tastings, a lob ball tournament and a bowl-a-thon. PGIs are held 
annually in every province and territory, except Nunavut. Over the years more than 
40,000 people have taken part in PGIs across the country. In the process, almost 
$15 million has been raised for volunteer-based literacy programs. All funds raised 
directly support literacy initiatives in the provinces and territories where the PGIs 
are held. 

The Peter Gzowski Foundation for Literacy continues to support Peter’s legacy and 
his passion for, as he once put it, “playing for a better world.” 
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2019 Highlights 
During 2019, events were hosted in 8 provinces and 2 territories. Ontario and 
Newfoundland and Labrador will host events in early 2020. 

Annually, the PGFL disburses funds earned from its endowment to each of the PGI 
partners to assist in offsetting the costs of raising funds. This helps ensure the 
funds raised stay in the community. In 2019, the PGFL was able to provide 
$40,000 to the PGI partners. 

Total # of 2019 Event Participants 1,071 
(including volunteers) 

2019 Total Gross Revenue $382,925 
(excluding PGFL distribution of $40,000) 

2019 Total Net Revenue $267,600 
(all net funds raised stayed in the local communities) 

Total Net Revenue since inception (1986)  
 

$15,168,510 
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PGI Events 2019 

 
 
 

Location PGI Partner 2019 PGI 
Dates Event Description Funds Raised 

(net)* 

BC Literacy Haida Gwaii 25/05/2019 60’s themed Dance $22,175 

AB CanLearn Society 19/09/2019 Wine Tasting $17,842 

SK READ Saskatoon 26/08/2019 Golf Tournament $62,600 

MB John Howard Society of 
Manitoba 6/06/2019 Gala Dinner/Auction $6,339 

QC Yamaska Literacy 
Council 6/09/2019 Lob Ball Tournament $4,196 

NB Literacy Coalition of 
New Brunswick 7/05/2019 Gala Dinner $36,969 

NS Literacy Nova Scotia 30/04/2019 Gala Dinner/Auction $74,710 

PE PEI Literacy Alliance 7/06/2019 Golf Tournament $23,430 

YT Yukon Learn 8/06/2019 Golf Tournament $12,249 

NT NWT Literacy Council 27/04/2019 Bowl-A-Thon $8,000 

 
  * All net funds raised stay in the local communities 
 

National Sponsors of PGI Events 
 

Kobo – Donation of eReaders 

Penguin Random House – Donation of books 

The Walrus – Donation of yearly subscriptions and tote bags  



 

7 

Use of Funds Raised by PGIs - 2019 

 

PGI Partner Type of Literacy Activities Supported by PGI Funds 

Literacy Haida 
Gwaii (BC) 

Free group and 1-to-1 tutoring programs in basic computer skills 
classes for adults and seniors, Math, workplace skills and ESL. We 
also run a free youth mental wellness mentorship and literacy 
support program for high risk youth. The funds will support our 
various literacy workshops and our monthly free book program for 
children under 5. 

CanLearn Society 
(AB) To support CanLearn literacy programs 

READ Saskatoon 
(SK) 

All funds raised ensure READ Saskatoon’s Literacy programs are 
free of charge for adults wanting to improve their reading and 
writing skills 

John Howard 
Society of 

Manitoba (MB) 

One-to-one literacy and numeracy training for men in the community 
and at the Winnipeg Remand Centre. Our students strive to improve 
their literacy for a variety of reasons, including helping in the 
community, preparing for post-secondary education, or entering 
training programs. 

Yamaska Literacy 
Council (QC) Family Literacy (Books to Belly) and Waterloo Learning Hive 

Literacy Coalition 
of New Brunswick 

(NB) 

20% of funds goes towards the Literacy Coalition initiatives, 30% 
goes to the Literacy Endowment Fund, 50% is distributed to not-for 
profit community Literacy Programs who apply for the funds 
through a PGI grant application process. Grant recipients include 
Family Literacy Programs, Family Resource Centres, Adult Learning 
programs, libraries, Learning Disabilities Association, YMCA 
children’s programs, Frye Community Literacy Festival etc. 

Literacy Nova 
Scotia (NS) 

$4,500 will be distributed as Scholarships and Bursaries. Production 
of Learning Beacon – online interactive magazine for learners and 
referral service through toll free Learn Line. 50/50 proceeds will be 
granted to learning organizations – we raised $890 but were hoping 
for $25,000. Board will be asked to supplement grants from 
proceeds.  
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PGI Partner Type of Literacy Activities Supported by PGI Funds 

PEI Literacy 
Alliance (PE) 

The PEI Literacy Alliance provides free tutoring to Islanders. The 
funds from the PGI Golf Tournament will be used toward supporting 
programs at the Alliance and help them to continue to grow the 
services they offer. The PGI Golf Tournament is a major fundraiser 
for them and makes a significant impact on their organization. 

 

Yukon Learn (YK) The funds raised from our 2019 PGI will be used to support our in-
house free adult literacy programming. 

NWT Literacy 
Council (NT) 

The PGI Bowl-A-Thon for Literacy raised funds for the Bison Bus. 
This is a new Family Literacy Bus that visits NWT Communities 
with road access and gives out free books, organizes fun family 
literacy activities and spreads the word about family literacy though 
staff interaction and resource give-aways. The Bison Bus was 
purchased, and retro fitted through donations. Staff time is paid for 
through our family literacy contribution agreement with the 
Department of Education, Culture and Employment, Government of 
the NWT. The PGI funds will help cover on-going costs of things 
such as fuel, bus insurance, etc. PGI funding will account for 100% 
of the bus operating budget. 
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2019 PGI Awards Winners 
The Learner Award was established in 1992 to “reward and encourage 
individuals who distinguish themselves while engaged in literacy programs 
throughout Canada.” This presentation is a reminder to all participants that they are 
at the event to celebrate literacy and to encourage and support learners all over the 
country. 

The Poet Laureate is someone present at each PGI event who creates a poem 
about the PGI event and literacy as a whole. It is read by the poet during the event.  

The Gzowski Award is named after Peter Gzowski, in recognition of all that Peter 
did for literacy. This award is given to someone who exemplifies a passion for 
literacy be it a participant at a PGI event, a PGI sponsor, a volunteer or anyone 
who the PGI Partner feel fits the criteria. 

PGI Partner Poet Laureate Learner Award The Gzowski Award 

Literacy Haida 
Gwaii (BC) 

Joseph Boyden Nathan Brook 
Ross John Parnell 

Elizabeth Moore 

CanLearn 
Society (AB) 

Sheri-D Wilson Ayan Dr. Neil Hutton 

READ 
Saskatoon (SK) 

Clint Broten Guadalupe Del Cid Soto 
Maya 

Lisa Yuel 

John Howard 
Society of 

Manitoba (MB) 

Jordan Wheeler Aaron Anderson Nicole Alty 

Yamaska 
Literacy 

Council (QC) 

Rashid Othman Sheryl Taylor Cory Sylvestre 
John Coté 

Literacy 
Coalition of 

New Brunswick 
(NB) 

Marshall Button Gloria Clark 
Crystal Drew 

Samuel Cote-Larouche 
Kianne Nicholas-Perley 

Janet Parlee 

PEI Literacy 
Alliance (PE) 

Julie Pellissier-Lush Brandon Solomon Province of PEI Team 
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PGI Partner Poet Laureate Learner Award The Gzowski Award 

Yukon Learn 
(YT) 

 Sharon Stewart  
(Learner of the Year) 

Angela Demitt 
(Lifelong Learner) 

The Avengers Yukon 

NWT Literacy 
Council (NT) 

Our poem was a 
combined effort of 

the teams in 
attendance 

Will be awarded at a 
future Learner reception 

Jaycee Firth-Hagen 
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Financial Results – 2019 

 

Note: The above chart does not include the $40,000 distribution made to each PGI by the PGFL.  

PGI Partner Donated Goods/ 
Services 

PGI Event 
Revenue 

PGI Event 
Expenses 

Total Net 
Revenue 

2019 vs. 
2018 

Literacy Haida 
Gwaii (BC) $21,691 $28,548 $6,373 $22,175 $1,214 

CanLearn Society 
(AB) $13,355 $28,210 $10,367 $17,842 $(6,881) 

READ Saskatoon 
(SK) $55,200 $83,200 $20,600 $62,600 $(474) 

John Howard 
Society of 

Manitoba (MB) 
$21,416 $15,034 $8,696 $6,337 $5,310 

Frontier College 
(ON) Did not host and event in 2019. Hosting an event in early 2020 

Yamaska Literacy 
Council (QC) $1,780 $8,598 $4,402 $4,196 $(4,281) 

Literacy Coalition 
of New Brunswick 

(NB) 
$11,300 $52,721 $15,752 $36,969 $6,440 

Literacy Nova 
Scotia (NS) $59,050 $96,312 $27,915 $68,397 $51,130 

PEI Literacy 
Alliance (PE) $29,050 $34,785 $6,894 $27,891 $(14,203) 

Community Centre 
Alliance (NF) Did not host and event in 2019. Hosting an event in early 2020 

Yukon Learn (YT)  $24,690 $12,241 $12,449 $12,449 

NWT Literacy 
Council (NT) $4,450 $10,825 $2,082 $8,744 $8,744 

TOTALS $217,292 $382,923 $115,322 $267,600 $30,435 


